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Asia and Europe: A perspective from a European in Asia 

Agenda 

1. Asia´s importance on the rise? 

2. Are the Western Economies in trouble? 

3. Any ñLessons Learnedò ?  
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The global wealth visualized 

1960 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2015 

Source: www.worldmapper.com 
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The numbers of global GDP shares speak for themselves 

http://oregonbusinessreport.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/chart-billgdp-nov2011.jpg
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Asia and Europe: Pictures say more than economic data 
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Asia 
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Asia never sleepsé   
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ü Growth of Middle Income Class 

ü New products, value chains and innovations ex Asia 

ü World GDP growth is created largely in Asia by 2050 

ü The world population growth will be in Asia 

ü The young population drives technology applications 

In historical perspectives Asia will be dominating the world  

- again - in a few decades 

5 Megatrends in Asia 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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2000 2010 2020 

above 34.000$ 

16-34.000$ 

6-16.000$ 

below 6.000$ 

Projected Income of urban households in China 

100% 
 
75% 
 
50% 
 
25% 
 
0% 

The rise of the ñMiddle Classò in Asia will have huge momentum  

on the economic developments 

Source: IMF, OECD, GBP Analysis 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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China´s economic success ï will they eat their own children?         
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The shortest possible connections between two points  

is never a straight line 

• Corruption 
• Environmental Problems 
• Intellectual Property Rights 

• Steady Growth momentum 
• Reduction of Poverty 
• Integrated Global Partnerships 

file://localhost/upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Skyline_-_Hong_Kong,_China.jpg
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By the year 2300 the world will have to feed 9 billion people 

 ï about 50% living in Asia ï majority younger than 25 years 

Source: www.worldmapper.com 

The world population in the year 2300: visualized 
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The rise of Asia is not there - yet 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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Europe 
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The lights will continue to shine in Europe ï  

but less bright 

file://localhost/upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/Europa-bei-nacht_1-1024x768.jpg
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Europe and the West is threatening itself ï saturated and slow 

(exceptions confirm the rules) 

Asia 

Innovation & 
Technology 

Markets/ 
Govern- 
ments 

Europe/USA/ 
Japan 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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In Asia the importance of the West is diminishing  

ï Asia´s internal strength is gaining momentum 
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ü Demographic & Social Challenges 

ü Increasing importance of R&D (productivity/unit cost) 

ü Corporate Social Responsibility 

ü Renewable Energies 

ü China becoming a global power (threat & opportunity) 

The Western economic dominance will be challenged  

by Megatrends in Asia 

5 Megatrends in Europe 
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Of course it always depends on how you look at it 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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2

Global CEO´s give a glimpse into the Chrystal Ball of the 
future 

1. CEO´s say sustainability is contributing to their profits 

2. CEO´s say economic crisis negatively impacts their ability to innovate  

3. Globalization continues to advance despite uncertain economic outlook 

4. Asian companies set to benefit from the Eurozone crisis  

5. Majority of companies say they must rethink their capabilities to secure growth 

in emerging markets 

6. Global executives say companies should be measured by their societal purpose 

7. Majority of global experts now fear looming geopolitical disruption  

8. Trust in government suffers a severe breakdown across the globe 

Source: Selected collection of opinion polls from WEF, The Economist, FORBES, IHT, Analysis by GBP 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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So what? 
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Lessons learned? 
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Everything looks set for growth in Asia ï  

beware that you will not get squeezed in between 
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China will not go away 
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Expect the unexpected 
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A final word on cultural differences 

Source: GBP Website – Artist: Liu Young 

                   Networking                  Problem solving 

© GBP International, March 2012  
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Don´t miss it 

Thank you for your attention! 


